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Environmental Assessment Decision Notice
For the Ackley Lake Campground Expansion

September L7,z0tg

Descrþtion of Proposed Action: Montana State Parks in collaboration with the Ackley Lake
Club friends group proposed the addition of eight new campsites to the existing campground
located at Ackley Lake State Park. These additional sites will provide increased opportunity for
overnight visitors. During peak season (Memorial Day through Labor Day) this campground
often exceeds capacity. Campers are forced to park in overflow camping with no picnic tables or
fire rings. This can also lead to increased fire danger due to campers building fires unprotected
by a metal fire ring. These eight sites will eventually provide additional revenue when camping
fees for residents are put in place.

Altemative B (Prefened) would allow for the addition of these eight new sites which would
include the addition of picnic tables and metal fire rings.

Alternative A would be no action

Public Process and Comments: The Ackley Lake Environmental Assessment was open for
public comment for a period of 30 days from July 19th through August 19. Notification was
provided in two Montana newspapers; The Helena Independent Record and the Lewistown
Argus.

Two comments were received by the public both in favor of Alternative B

Comments Soecificallv Addressed:
Comments were also received from the Montana Dept. of Natural Resource and Conservation the
owner of the property.



The following comments from DNRC have been addressed in the final EA;

1) Change document from Ackley Lake EA to Ackley Lake State Park EA
2) Punctuation correction
3) Punctuation correction
4) County Subdivision permif Completed. Documentation for permit waiver provided by

Judith Basin County
5) Stormwater permit- Permit waived for any project disturbing less than 1 acre by

Department of Environmental Quality. Confirmed by phone call.
6) Sage Grouse Consultation Application- Not needed. Ackley Lake does not fall into

habitat.
7) DNRC's ownership- Ownership and lease agreement addressed.
8) Vegetative Cover Quantity and Quality. Changed to minor disturbance.
9) Page # corrections made
10) Unmarked item in table. Corrected
1 1) Maintenance concems- Addressed
12) Cultural Resource Impact- Surveys and MSP Cultural Resource Manager consulted. No

impacts anticipated on this project
13) Provide list of newspapers and public notification. Addressed.

Decision; After review of the public comments Montana State Parks has decide to proceed with
the campsite additions as described in Alternative B of the Environmental Assessment.

This action is subject to appeal, which must be submitted to the FV/P Director in writing and

postmarked within 30 days of this decision notice. The appeal must specifically describe the
basis for the appeal, explain how the appellant has previously commented to the Department or
participated in the decision making process and how FV/P might address the concerns of the
appeal.

F. Taillie Region 4 Park Manager


